
RULES OF THE GREAT WINES OF 
CONCOURS DES GRANDS VINS DU MONDE 

 
The Concours des Grands Vins du Monde is organised by the Comité des Salons et Concours de Mâcon, 
138 avenue Pierre Bérégovoy 71000 Mâcon. It is included on the list of French wine competitions draw up 
by the Minister for Consumer Affairs. 
This competition allows awards to appear on the labelling of prize-winning wines. 

Two months before the competition takes place, the Comité des Salons et Concours sends the Burgundy 
Regional Department of the Economy, Employment, Labour and Solidarity (DREETS) a notice specifying the 
venue, date and rules of the competition. 

No later than two months after the competition has taken place, the Committee will send the DREETS a 
report signed by the Chairman of the inspection committee certifying that the competition has taken place 
in accordance with the rules and regulations and including in particular: 

 

 
- the number of wines entered in the competition, overall and by category ; 
- the number of prize-winning wines, overall and by category; 
- the list of prize-winning wines and, for each prize-winning wine, information enabling the wine and its 
owner to be identified; 
- the percentage of prize-winning wines in relation to the number of wines entered; 
- the number of distinctions awarded and their breakdown by type of distinction. 

 
CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION 

Art. 1 - The Competition is open to all wines in the world with a statutory geographical indication. Each wine 
must comply with the regulations in force in its country. 

For France, the authorised wines are PDO and PGI, for which the declaration of claim provided for in articles 
D.644-5 and D.646-6 of the Rural and Maritime Fishing Code has been made. 

Only samples from a homogeneous batch intended for consumption and definitively blended on the 
registration date may compete (no N° of vats common to 2 samples) for a minimum volume of 10 
hectolitres. 

In exceptional cases, a smaller volume, but still greater than 100 litres, may be accepted on proof of 
particularly low production. 

All samples presented at the competition are representative of the batch to which they belong. 
When a batch of wine presented is stored in bulk in different containers, the sample presented at the 
competition is made up of the blend of samples taken from each of the containers and blended in 
proportion to the volumes of these containers. 

The following are authorised to take part: winegrower-producers, wine cooperatives, wine merchant- 
producers, wine merchant-winemakers and wine merchant-breeders. The participant is the natural or legal 

 
person who owns the wine at the time of registration. An organisation whose only task is marketing will not 
be able to enter wines in the competition. 

All vintages are eligible. 



REGISTRATION OF SAMPLES 

Art. 2 - Opening an account: 

Each participant must provide the information required to open an account and complete a registration 
form. 
To open an account, the online form must be completed: www.concoursvinsmonde.com 

 
Art. 3 - Sample registration is carried out online in the participant's private space, after their account has 
been validated by our services, on our website: www.concoursvinsmonde.com 
-exceptionally, entries may be submitted on paper (the form is available on our website). 

 
Art. 4 - On receipt, the registration pack must include : 

o The completed and signed registration form 
o Declaration(s) of claim for French wines. 
o Analysis reports 
o Payment by credit card or bank transfer for electronic entries. (*) 
o Payment cheque or copy of bank transfer order for paper files (*) 

*The corresponding invoice will be available in your private area. 

Registration form : 
Each registration form is personal and cannot be used by a third party. It must be legibly completed and 
signed. The information given on these forms may be checked either before or after the medals are 
awarded. 
Declaration of claim for French wines : 
Each French appellation entered must be accompanied by a declaration of claim. Exceptionally, the 
competition may accept the harvest declaration for PDO and PGI wines mentioning the wine concerned or 
the purchase invoices for the wines or grapes if the participant cannot produce the document indicated. 
Analysis report : 
A laboratory analysis report must be provided for each sample entered. In order to unambiguously identify 
the product presented and the exact description of the wine, in accordance with the regulations of the 
country of origin, all the elements indicated on the registration form must be included. 
The organiser may carry out an analytical test on some of the prize-winning samples. 

The following must be mentioned: 

• The identity of the owner: 
o Name or company name (identical to the entry form). 

• Identification of the sample: 
o Appellation or exact designation of the product in accordance with national regulations. 
o Grape variety(ies) and %. 
o Estate, château or brand name 
o Vintage, or NM for non-vintage wines 
o Colour 

o Total volume marketed 
o Batch number(s) (for packaged wines) or vat number(s) (for bulk wines). 



• The following analytical parameters: 
o Total and volatile acidity, expressed in meq/l 
o Actual and potential alcoholic strengths by volume at 20°, expressed in % vol. 
o Total sulphur dioxide, expressed in mg/l 
o Glucose/ fructose expressed in g/l 
o Overpressure due to carbon dioxide expressed in bars (for Champagnes and other sparkling 

wines). 

Each analysis report, one for each sample presented, must be less than one year old at the time of the 
competition. The organiser and the owner will keep the entry form and the analysis report, as well as a 
sample of each prize-winning wine, which will be made available to inspection officials for a period of one 
year from the date of the competition. 

The complete registration file will be kept available for inspection for a period of five years from the date of 
the Competition. 

Payment of the registration fee : 

The registration fees are indicated on the registration form and on the website. 

In accordance with European legislation, services provided in France are invoiced with French VAT for 
participants established in France. 

Participants from the European Union (outside France) with an intra-Community VAT number are invoiced 
exclusive of tax. 

Participants from outside the European Union without an intra-Community VAT number will be invoiced 
exclusive of tax. 

Payment will be made : 

- by credit card or bank transfer (**) for electronic files, 
-by cheque made out to the Comité des Salons et Concours or by bank transfer (**) for paper files. 

**1 payment per file. 

 
PREPARATION AND RECEIPT OF SAMPLES 

Art. 5 - To ensure that each 75 cl bottle (3 per sample) is representative of the batch to which it belongs, it 
must be labelled in accordance with the regulations in force in the country of production. In all cases, the 
identification label must include the same information and details as those given on the entry form. 

For all wines entered, whether bottled or not on the day of entry, participants must deliver their samples 
carriage paid, at their own risk, to the address shown below. In CRD for France, in DDP, incoterms 2020 
(duty paid, carriage paid, customs payable by the sender) for all other countries. 

Samples received carriage forward will be refused. 

Similarly, samples that have not been registered or that are received after the dates indicated on our 
website will not be presented at the tasting and will remain the property of the competition. 

Samples must reach us before the date indicated on the website, at the following address Concours des 
Grands Vins du Monde 198 avenue Pierre Bérégovoy 71000 MACON France 

 
For wines coming from abroad, a pro-forma invoice must be sent with the wines, specifying : Samples for 
Tasting - No commercial value. 



 
 

Art. 6 - In order to identify the sender, a label stating the participant's name and country must be affixed to 
each parcel sent to the cellar of the Comité des Salons et Concours. 
 
Art. 7 - The following will be eliminated (non-exhaustive list): 
 

o Incomplete, illegible, crossed-out or unpaid entries 
o Unsigned entries, 
o Samples that have not been assembled by the date of entry 
o Samples with missing analysis reports 
o Bottles whose packaging does not fully comply with the entry form. 
o ... 

 
ORGANISATION OF THE COMPETITION 
Art. 8 - Each sample will be numbered and grouped according to its category 
● White ● Red 
● Rosé               ● Sparkling 

 
Art. 9 - Anonymity of the samples: the bottles will be wrapped in kraft paper. The jurors will not have access 
to the original corks, which will be replaced by neutral corks suitable for still and sparkling wines. 

 
JURY AND AWARDS 
Art. 10 - The juries will be made up of at least three members, at least two-thirds of whom will be 
competent tasters chosen from the wine industry and informed oenophiles, selected on the basis of a 
tasting aptitude questionnaire. (Participants certify the accuracy of the information provided at the time of 
registration). 
As competitors cannot judge their own wines, all participants must inform the Competition secretariat of 
their professional connection if they are also a juror. The organisers of the Competition will obtain a 
declaration on honour from the members of the jury, stating their proven links with the organisations 
presenting wines at the Competition. 

 
Art. 11 - Each member of the jury is placed under the responsibility of a President chosen for his or her 
skills, whose role is to organise the tasting in compliance with the rules: management of the jury file, order 
of tasting of samples, management of corked wines, etc. .. , will score all the wines presented according to 
an explanatory note. 

 
Art. 12 - The competition awards the following prizes: 
-Gold Medal, 
-Silver Medal. 
The number of medals to be awarded for the Competition as a whole will not represent more than one 

third of the wines entered per category. If less than three samples from different participants are entered in 
a given category, the corresponding wines will be presented for tasting, but no awards will be made. 

 
Art. 13 - The results of each sample (with or without medals), together with the diplomas, will be sent 
directly to the participants by the Organising Committee. The results will be available on the Internet at 
www.concoursvinsmonde.com. Each diploma will bear the name of the competition, the category in which 
the wine competed, the nature of the distinction awarded, details enabling the wine to be identified, the 
volume declared and the name of the participant. 



Art. 14 - Depending on the volume of wine declared at the time of registration, producers wishing to 
promote their prize-winning wines may order buttons, which are the only medium that can be used to 
justify the awarding of the prize. Participants who lose the appellation they claimed when registering must 
inform the Competition's administrative department. 
As the medal of the Concours des Grands Vins du Monde is registered with the INPI, its reproduction on 
price lists, advertising documents, the Internet, etc., is regulated. Reproduction on labels is only authorised 
with a written and signed waiver from the Competition organiser. Any infringement will result in legal action 
being taken against the producer and his printer. 
The organisers of the Competition may arrange for checks to be carried out to ensure that the entry form 
submitted complies with the sample that is awarded the prize. 

 
Art. 15 - A Control Committee will be set up, to be convened by the President, whose role will be to: 

o To ensure that these rules are applied, 
o To settle any disputes that may arise during the Competition, 
o To carry out conformity checks on the prize-winning wines, 
o Penalise the participant in the event of non-compliance with these rules, up to and including 

exclusion from the competition and withdrawal of the awards for the prize-winning samples. 
Exclusion, or any other penalty, is without prejudice to any criminal proceedings that may be brought. 

 
Art. 16 - By registering for the Competition online, or by sending in a paper application, you accept these 
rules in full. 

 
Art. 17 - For whatever reason, no reimbursement of entry fees or return of bottles will be made. The 
samples received become and remain the property of the Competition. 

 
Art. 18 - These rules, of which only the French version is authentic, are subject to French law in all their 
provisions. In the event of a dispute, after an attempt has been made to reach an amicable settlement, the 
courts of the Competition's registered office shall have sole jurisdiction. 


